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The City of Kingsportôs government is based upon the Council-Manager form 
of government. This form of government was established in 1917 when the 
City was re-incorporated into what is now known as the modern city of King-
sport. 

The City is governed by a seven member Board of Mayor and Aldermen, elect-
ed at-large and on a non-partisan basis for four-year staggered terms. The exception to this rule is that the 
Mayor is elected at-large for a two year term. Elections are held in May during odd numbered years. The 
new Board of Mayor and Alderman is seated on 1 July of each election year. 

The Board of Mayor and Aldermen for 2019 was comprised of the following individuals: Mayor Patrick 
Shull, Vice Mayor Colette George, Alderman Jennifer Axsom Adler, Alderman Darrell Duncan, Alderman 
Betsy Cooper, Alderman James Phillips, and Alderman Tommy Olterman. 

To contact the Board of Mayor & Aldermen please call 423-229-9412.  

Patrick W. Shull, Mayor 
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In 1822 the town of Christian-

ville and the town of Rossville 

combined to form the incorpo-

rated town of Kingsport. The 

second oldest town in Sullivan 

County, Kingsport was consid-

ered the largest and most influ-

ential City in the county.  Al-

most 100 years elapsed before 

Kingsport officially became a 

City in March 1917.  Until that 

time, all law enforcement was 

performed by constables and 

the Sheriff of Sullivan County.  

Upon being notified that the 

City had been chartered, the 

new governing body appointed George Barger as Chief of Police and three additional officers, W.P. 

Flora, A.R. Hagy, and Sam Barger, to serve and protect the City of Kingsport. Sullivan County 

Deputies W.W. Leedy and S.P. Devault were also still assigned to patrol the City. 

The City of Kingsport has had fourteen Police Chiefs since its charter, the current being Chief Da-

vid Quillin.  Currently, the Kingsport Police Department has one hundred and twenty sworn Officer 

Positions, eight Corrections Officers, twenty-two Telecommunicators, and eleven civilian positions 

variously assigned. The department serves a population of slightly over 53,000 citizens.  The City 

encompasses 53.55 square miles, the majority of which is inside of Sullivan County, with the west-

ernmost edge in Hawkins County.  Officers patrol 500.34 miles of streets, which include 25.53 

miles of interstates. 

The Kingsport Police Department also operates the Cityôs 911 Communications Center.  The de-

partment is unique in that it is one of the few municipal police departments in the state that operate 

an in-house city jail.  In 1989, the police department moved into the current Justice Center.  Shortly 

after this move, the department was able to achieve an important goal by obtaining national accred-

itation through the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies (CALEA). The 

Kingsport Police Department was the first law enforcement agency in the East Tennessee region, as 

well as being only the third agency in the entire State of Tennessee, to achieve this honor. 

Kingsport Police Department, ca. 1950 
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